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face of the planet, which is a nation of 
immigrants. 

For far too long, however, the need 
to reform our obsolete immigration 
system has been a low priority for the 
House leadership. It has been, essen-
tially, on the back burner. Americans 
have said loud and clear that they 
want Congress to act on comprehensive 
immigration reform, and it doesn’t 
seem to matter whom we talk to. For 
people on the left and the right, across 
the different regions of this country, 
the need for immigration reform is in-
creasingly clear, not just because it re-
flects our values, but because many see 
it as in our vital economic interest 
that we reform our obsolete immigra-
tion policies and return to the values 
that made this country so great. It is 
that welcoming value, that value that 
says: Come here. Be a part of this Na-
tion. Help grow it. Help build it, and 
help contribute to its productivity. 

Last year, when immigration reform 
was, obviously, coming before us be-
cause so many Members were express-
ing the need for it, we heard the Speak-
er say that the Senate should act first 
and that he would await Senate action 
before bringing comprehensive immi-
gration reform to the floor of the 
House of Representatives. Last year, 
the Senate acted. The Senate acted in 
a bipartisan fashion by a vote of 68–32 
and passed comprehensive immigration 
reform. It was not a perfect piece of 
legislation—none of them are—but 
they passed comprehensive immigra-
tion reform, which is something that 
people in this country have been ask-
ing for for a long time. 

But nothing. Nothing was brought to 
the House. In fact, while we had immi-
gration reform ready to go—we have a 
bipartisan bill here in the House of 
Representatives—silence from the lead-
ership on the Republican side. 

Then earlier this year, in January, 
the Speaker said that, once he had 
been able to present to his Conference 
the principles by which the Republican 
Conference would pursue comprehen-
sive immigration reform, we would be 
able to then turn to this question and 
move forward on what the American 
people have been asking for for a long 
time. That was in January. Next week, 
it is April, and the House and the 
American people still wait. 

There is overwhelming support for 
comprehensive immigration reform. It 
comes from labor. It comes from our 
business community. It comes from the 
agriculture community. It is so rare 
that we have an issue like this that is 
number one fundamental to who we are 
as Americans, and it is so rare that we 
have an issue that unites the people 
who very often on this very floor have 
their differences manifest in the de-
bates of Congress. Now we have an 
issue that is consistent with our his-
tory, that is consistent with our val-
ues, and that is supported by big and 
small businesses, by agriculture inter-
ests, by organized labor, by Democrats 
and Republicans. 

It is long overdue. It is time for us to 
get about the business of the American 
people and to take immigration reform 
up now. 

f 

IMMIGRATION REFORM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. POLIS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POLIS. I come before this body 
today, Madam Speaker, to address the 
urgent need for passing immigration 
reform and finally replacing our bro-
ken immigration system with one that 
secures the rule of law, that secures 
our Nation’s borders, and that ensures 
that we fix this problem and issue 
going forward. 

Look, nobody is happy with how 
things are today with regards to immi-
gration. Why should we be? We should, 
in fact, be ashamed as a country to 
look ourselves in the face and say: We 
are a country in which we don’t even 
know who is here. There could be 10 
million people or 15 million people here 
illegally. We don’t enforce the law at 
workplaces. There is no mandatory 
workplace authentication. We are not 
serious about border security. These 
are the things that the Senate bill and 
H.R. 15 would remedy. 

We have an unprecedented level of in-
vestment in border security. We make 
sure that businesses verify every em-
ployee who goes to work in order to en-
sure that one is there legally to work. 
We make sure the people we need in 
our economy to work and have jobs are 
able to get the permission to go to 
work the next day. H.R. 15 would cre-
ate over 150,000 jobs for American citi-
zens. It would reduce our budget deficit 
by $200 billion. It would secure our bor-
der, reflect our values as a nation of 
immigrants and as a nation of laws 
with an immigration system that 
makes sense for our country, that 
makes sense for American citizens, 
that makes sense for reducing our 
budget deficit, and that works—fun-
damentally works—to help make 
America more competitive. 

That is why there is an unprece-
dented coalition around H.R. 15, our 
comprehensive bipartisan immigration 
reform bill. It is a coalition so strong 
that, if this bill were placed on the 
floor of the House tomorrow, it would 
pass. 

It is a coalition that unites business 
and labor, a coalition that unites the 
agriculture industry with farmers and 
with farmworkers, a coalition that in-
cludes members of the faith-based com-
munity, from the evangelical tradi-
tions, to the Catholic tradition, to the 
Jewish tradition, to the Muslim tradi-
tion. The full diversity of faith in our 
country supports this bill and this ap-
proach to immigration reform. 

It is a coalition that includes the 
technology community and that in-
cludes the innovators of tomorrow’s 
economy. H.R. 15 includes entrepre-
neurship visas. It includes a route 
where high-skilled workers who are 

trained at our universities with Ph.D.’s 
in engineering and math are able to 
stay in our country to deploy their tal-
ents here rather than our route of cur-
rent dysfunction of an immigration 
system that forces them back to over-
seas countries where the jobs follow 
them. 

b 1100 
We want that talent here to make 

our country stronger. H.R. 15 does that. 
We call upon the Speaker to move 

forward with bringing this bill to the 
floor. There has not been a single im-
migration bill considered by this 
House, and that is why moments from 
now my colleagues will be launching a 
discharge petition to bring H.R. 15, im-
migration reform, to the floor of this 
House. 

Madam Speaker, you may ask, What 
is a discharge petition? 

A discharge petition is a way that 
the membership of this body, the 435 
fine men and women who make up the 
United States Congress, can go around 
a Speaker who is unwilling to schedule 
a bill for a vote, and we ourselves can 
schedule the bill for a vote. 

Normally, the Speaker decides what 
bills are considered on this floor. But if 
218 of 435 Members—that is half of this 
body, a majority of this body—sign a 
discharge petition, that bill will imme-
diately come to the floor of the House 
for an up-or-down vote. And that is all 
we are asking, Madam Speaker. 

We know that there are people in this 
body who might have heartfelt convic-
tions against fixing our immigration 
system. They can vote their con-
science, just as we vote ours. But when 
we have a majority of this body ready 
to act in concert with the Senate, in 
concert with the President, in harmony 
with over 75 percent of the American 
people who support fixing our immigra-
tion system, it is time to act. 

No Speaker, no majority leader, 
should stand in the way of over-
whelming opinion both inside this body 
and outside this body. The time for fi-
nally fixing our broken immigration 
system, replacing chaos with order, re-
placing unruliness with the rule of law, 
replacing a lack of certainty with secu-
rity and certainty, and an investment 
in our future, is now. 

I call upon all of my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle, in the face of 
the failure of this body to act, to sign 
the discharge petition, take back con-
trol of this Chamber for a solid, com-
monsense majority of Democrats and 
Republicans who want immigration re-
form to pass now. We can do that sim-
ply by signing on the dotted line on the 
discharge petition, as I intend to do 
moments from now. 

I call upon all my colleagues to sign 
the discharge petition and finally fix 
our broken immigration system. 

f 

BUILDING FUTURES RHODE 
ISLAND 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
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